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Introduction: 

Nigeria is currently undergoing a 
lot of changes in the various spheres of its 
national life. One of such changes is the 
democratization process. The level of 
political socialization, patriotism, political 
awareness and tolerance needs a proper 
consolidation at this period. Nigeria got 
her independent some years ago, precisely, 
1960. However, between then and now, the 
military was in charge of the leadership for 
29years, while the civilians took charge so 
far for 18years. This represents 62% and  
38% respectively. This indicates that a lot  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
needed to be done to fully concretize 
democracy into the Nigeria polity.  

The need to introduce the younger 
generation to citizenship and political 
education at an early stage as part of the 
democratization process should be 
strengthened at this point in time. This 
need becomes more imperative at the 
senior secondary school level of formal 
education, via the teaching and learning of 
government as a school subject. At this 
level student ought to imbibe serious 
political culture so that their democratic 
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Abstract 

The paper examined political Education as an indispensable tool towards 
the effective mobilization of man at an early stage in life. When the 
individual is not properly equipped politically at an early stage in life, then 
the social values, ideals and norms which are necessary for him to function 
properly in the society are displaced at later stage in life. These ideals 
which the society upholds tenaciously needed to be properly inculcated 
into man at an early stage in life in a formal and organized setting, so that 
he is politically conscious of his role in appreciating the democratic values 
of the society he belongs to. Various steps towards ensuring to that 
political Education is concretized at an early stage of man before 
adulthood were analyzed thus recommendations were made for the proper 
integration of the government as a core subject into the school system, so 
that the individual will have sound political culture which will enshrine 
democratic values in him for a lasting democracy and a better Nigeria. 
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value is adequately enhanced before 
adulthood. In other words, the catch them 
young philosophy should be used as a tool 
towards creating an enduring democracy in 
Nigeria.  

The teaching and learning of 
government as at today is a function of 
many variables and factors. Prior to the 
introduction of the National Policy on 
Education (NPE) in 1977, civics as a 
subject was the sole avenue to get the 
required knowledge on democratic values 
at an early stage of one’s formal 
educational training. As the of the National 
Policy on Education (NPE) was 
introduced, social studies became the 
major tool of getting political education at 
the junior secondary school level, with its 
teaching and learning adopting the 
integrated approach, while at the senior 
secondary school level, government 
became the sole avenue. Government is 
regarded as a non-core subject at the junior 
secondary school level whereas social 
studies is regarded as a core subject at the 
junior secondary school level. Specifically, 
social studies and citizenship education are 
placed in section 5, subsection 25 of the of 
the National Policy on Education (2004) at 
the junior secondary school level which is 
group A, that is, the core subject area, 
while Government is placed in section 5, 
subsection 25 which is group C, that is, the 
non-vocational elective subject area. 

What this country needs at this 
point of political development is sound 
democratic value. For this to be done 
Government should be placed in the core 
subject area at the senior secondary school 
level so that the individual is fully at home 

with the rudiments of democratic values at 
the adolescent stage. Consequently, most 
of the hiccups being experienced within 
the Nigeria polity will be nipped in the 
bud. 

This paper is broken into four 
sections. In the first section, effort is made 
to give meaning to what the political 
education embraces especially before 
adulthood. Secondly, variables and factors 
that can enhance the proper consolidation 
of political education into the senior 
secondary school system are discussed. 
Thereafter, the importance of government 
as an instrument for political education at 
the senior secondary school level of 
education is highlighted. Finally, 
recommendations and conclusions are 
made towards ensuring the realization of 
the objectives of political education in 
consolidating the democratization process 
and enthronement of democratic values for 
a lasting democracy in Nigeria. 
 
Political Education: 

The quickest approach to 
understanding what political education 
stands for is to note that it is made up of 
two words, that is political and Education. 
Edigin and Otoghile (1994) saw politics as 
issues connected with power and the 
struggles for it, especially in connection 
with the State, the government and the 
public affairs. What  political is has a close 
link with government or public affairs. As 
for government, it may be seen as the 
totality of all principles, procedure, 
regulations and laws that are used to 
administer or oversee the overall well 
being of a State or Country. In fact, 
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government is the live wire of any country. 
It may also be seen as those organic 
institutions that are used to administer a 
country, that is, the legislature, the 
executive, and the judiciary. In Okoli and 
Okoli (1990), the question of what 
Government is appears to be naïve because 
almost everybody claims to know what it 
stands for. Despite this claim by 
everybody, the rudiments of good 
governance stills elude the Nigerian 
leaders even after 47years of 
independence. In describing the level of 
governance of the Nigeria State, Nwosu 
(1977) noted that with a heterogeneous 
social environment characterized by 
powerful contenders of State authority, 
Nigeria perhaps more than any other 
African country faces greater challenges to 
development and rational allocation of 
societal resources. 

Education on the other hand, is a 
life long process. Kneller (1964) cited in 
Ezewu (1983), saw education as the 
process by which society deliberately 
transmits its cultural heritage through 
school, colleges, universities and other 
institutions. A broader perspective of the 
meaning of education was given by 
O’Connor (1957) in Ezewu (1983) who 
noted that the educational system of any 
society requires the elaborate mechanism 
designed by society to instill in individuals 
certain skills and attitudes that are judged 
to be useful and desirable in that particular 
society. In other words, the business of 
education is not only to develop the 
individual, but to also prepare him to 
function effectively in a given society. 

Drawing from the analysis of what 
the words Political and Education stand 
for, it can be aptly deduced that Political 
Education entails all activities undertaken 
by the society in a formal setting to ensure 
that the individual orientation is awakened 
and shapened towards making him to 
function effectively in the sphere of 
political knowledge. Thus, Political 
Education equips the individual as a 
political animal with all necessary tools for 
the betterment of himself and the society 
he belongs to. As such, if the individual is 
properly educated at the onset on political 
issues, when he grows into adulthood, he 
will be properly fitted into the scheme of 
things as regards the governance and 
meaningful contribution to the society he 
belongs to. 

To anchor the explanation of 
Political Education properly, it is worthy to 
note that the overall essence of man in a 
given society is to contribute meaningfully 
towards the upliftment of that society. If 
his political orientation is poor, this 
objective will be defeated. As a matter of 
fact, the political values which the society 
upholds will not only be displaced, but the 
political culture will as well be in disarray. 
In other words, those societal values, 
norms and beliefs which were once 
inculcated into the individual in the form 
of cognitive, evaluative and affective 
orientation would be lost if political 
knowledge is not imbibed at an early stage 
of the individual. Therefore the sole aim of 
Political Education is to uplift the moral 
and democratic values of man. Just like 
citizenship education develops in people 
the spirit of unity and peace while 
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recognizing differences (Ukpong, 2007), 
so can Political Education do if properly 
harnessed. 
 
Enhancing the Role of the School in 
Political Education: 

As far as the society is concerned, 
there are many agencies that have one or 
more roles to play in the education of the 
individual before the attainment of 
adulthood. These agencies includes the 
family, the church, market, the mass 
media, age grades, peer groups, various 
clubs, and host of others, but of all the 
educative agencies, the school is the only 
one which has the direct mandate of the 
society to take charge of the education of 
the young (Onwuka, 1996). Since the 
school exists in the community, it has no 
choice but to align itself with it. In fact, 
they should pursue the goals of the 
communities or societies in which they 
operate. 

The cardinal function of the school 
is the education of the young ones so that 
they become acceptable and functional 
members of the societies in a formal 
setting. Thus, education as a discipline is 
basically concerned with the problem of 
preparing the young in the society to be 
useful members when they come of age. 
(Ezewu, 1983). The importance of the 
school as a socializing agenct in the 
Political Education of the individual 
therefore becomes a paramount one. There 
are many variables which can enhance the 
actualization of Political Education of the 
individual in the school setting. These 
variables include the mindset of the 

student, school Administration, and the 
curriculum and syllabus among others. 
 
Mindset and Interest of the Students: 

It is no longer news that the learner 
occupies a dominant position in all 
teaching and learning situations. This is 
mainly so, because without the student 
there will be a vacuum in the process. This 
readily brings to mind the place of interest 
on the part of the student in the process of 
the teaching and learning of Government 
as a subject at the senior secondary level. 
Farrant (1976) posits that interest and 
liability are related, and when activities 
become less interesting to students, they 
become bored. The teacher therefore has to 
do a lot to arouse the interests of the 
students either directly or indirectly. On 
the other hand, the mindset of the student 
can act as barrier to effective and efficient 
delivery of goals of the process of teaching 
and learning. The teacher therefore, needs 
to break this barrier first, before attempting 
to arouse or stimulate the interest of the 
students. 

 
School Administration: 

Order is first law of a good school 
system and a good teaching and learning 
process is order (Banjo, 1953). For 
administration to be effective, every faced 
of it needed to be properly organized and 
executed in orderly manner and without 
conflict and ambiguity in roles and 
functions. When there is order in a school 
system administration becomes not only 
more effective, but efficient as well. In 
fact, the effect of good administration and 
management on effective and efficient 
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delivery of the objectives of learning is 
highly imposing, more so as Educational 
Administration is seen as the bringing of 
man and materials together for effective 
and functional teaching and learning 
(Egwunyenga, 2005). Realizing the 
importance of leadership and management 
of organizations, Hersey (1998) opined 
that the success of any organization is 
directly a function of the effective 
utilization of its human resource. 

Against the above backdrop, poor 
administrative and management style has a 
direct negative effect on the school system 
and its objectives. The effect of poor 
administration in the school system can 
lead to the reduction of the effectiveness of 
the process of teaching and learning. Such 
lapses, as poor supervision of teachers, 
improper information management etc, are 
but a few of the problems that are 
responsible for declining interest and 
effectiveness of the teaching-learning 
process. 

Again, the school administrative 
system needs to introduce Political culture 
into its system by ensuring into its system 
by ensuring that appointments to 
leadership position within the students’ 
body, like school prefects, should reflect 
democratic principles in the form of voting 
after nominating candidates with certain 
leadership traits. Also, efforts should be 
made to introduce elective principles and 
the spirit of good sportsmanship to 
students who want leadership positions in 
school clubs and associations. Thus, key 
positions like, President, Secretary, Public 
Relation Officer, should be contested. 

Ability to tolerate one another should be 
encouraged at all times. 

Finally, the school administration 
has an important role to play in 
complementing the role of the family 
which incidentally is the first agent of 
informal education for the individual. 
Realizing the importance of this role, 
Wheeler (1967) rightly noted that in 
addition to consolidating the moral 
standards ideally laid down by parents, the 
school will instill the knowledge and skills 
judged necessary for satisfactory 
community life. In furtherance of this 
importance of the school in 
complementing the of family, Ezewu 
(1983) stated that it led to the 
establishment of the Parents- Teachers 
Association in every school, while citing 
the Education Edith (N0.5) of the Bendel 
State of Nigeria, 1972 which state that the 
Parents- Teachers Association should act 
as a liaison between the schools and the 
community. Therefore, the school should 
endeavor to engender a symbolic 
relationship that is a breeding ground for 
the political education of the individual 
during the formative years of adolescence. 
 
Curriculum and Syllabus:  

Curriculum is a word derived from 
a latin word currere which literally means 
a running course. In its original Latin 
usage, it means a runway, or a course 
which one runs to reach a goal (Onwuka, 
1996). Thus, it is associated with the 
ground which pupils and teachers cover in 
order to achieve the goal or objective of 
Education. 
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Syllabus, on the other hand, is 
made or drawn up for the curriculum. It is 
in fact a plan that states exactly what 
students at school or college should learn 
in a particular subject. A critical analysis 
of the current Government syllabus of the 
National Examination Council (NECO) of 
the 2004-2006 shows that every change of 
authority and constitutional cum political 
parties’ development, there is usually a 
corresponding modification in the 
coverage area of the Government syllabus 
to accommodate the development. Thus, 
the continued modification of the syllabus 
may discourage students from taking the 
subject. A good example is the 
constitutional development and 
development of political parties in Nigeria. 
Students who studied Government in 1978 
at the school certificate level only stopped 
in the constitutional development of 1963, 
whereas for students that studied the 
subject in year 2006 will have to include 
the constitutions of 1979, 1989-1999 and 
their corresponding political parties in their 
studies. Therefore, the school as a factor in 
inculcating political education must 
continue on their own to update on the 
political events in the society as they 
unfold. 

Also associated with issue of 
curriculum and syllabus is the placing of 
Government at the senior secondary school 
level, in Group C (Non-vocational) subject 
area in the National Policy on Education 
(2004) Section 5 sub section (25). This 
should be revisited and placed in Group A 
(core subject area) in order to align it with 
Social Studies at the Junior Secondary 

school level which is appropriately placed 
in group A (core subject area). 
 
The Relevance of Government as a 
Senior Secondary School subject: 

The importance of Government as 
a school subject which is summed up 
below can not be overemphasized. 
 It will increase our knowledge 

base towards knowing our rights, 
duties and obligation. After all, 
knowledge is power. 

 The study of Government will also 
help us to arouse the interest of 
man in political events and polish 
his civility as individuals to better 
the society. 

 The study of Government will also 
help to facilitate administration, 
since administration can hardly be 
dissected from politics. 

 Then of course, it will make us to 
be better political animals. In other 
words, it will animate our political 
life in order to contribute 
meaningfully to discussions 
towards how to move our nascent 
democracy forward. 

 Further, the study of Government 
will help us to know the political 
trends beyond our shores or 
borders and consequently improve 
upon our political system. 

 The study of Government will 
enable those who want to be 
professional tutors in the field of 
political science to appreciate it at 
an early stage in life. 

 And finally, the study of 
Government at the senior 
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secondary level will further 
crystallize the knowledge gained 
from Social Studies cum 
citizenship Education at the Junior 
Secondary level. 

  
Recommendations 

Based on the analysis of this paper, 
the following recommendations are made. 
 Educational authorities should 

provide avenue to retrain 
professionally and academically 
qualified teachers in the teaching 
and learning of Government 
through workshops and seminars. 

 Adequate funding of education as 
stipulated in the National Policy 
on Education (NPE) year (2004) 
should be strictly followed. 

 Association of Government 
teachers of Nigeria (AGTON) 
should be formed as obtained in 
other areas, for example, 
Mathematics Association of 
Nigeria (MAN), Science Teachers 
Association of Nigeria (STAN) 
and Home Economics Teachers 
Association of Nigeria (HETAN). 

 There is urgent need to recruit 
professionally qualified teachers of 
Government to teach the subject. 

 Adequate supervision and 
monitoring of teachers by the 
School Authority should be on 
going to ensure a proper coverage 
of Government syllabus. 

 Teachers of Government should 
imbibe the spirit of using 
instructional materials in the 
process of teaching and learning 

and ensure that suitable textbooks 
are bought by their students. 

 There is urgent need to move 
Government as subject from group 
C (Non-vocational) subject to 
group A (core) subject area.  

 Finally, all schools should embrace 
the spirit of political consciousness 
by ensuring that various 
appointments to leadership 
positions for students are done 
based on democratic principles.  

 
Conclusion 

Political Education as an aspect of 
the political socialization process should 
be taken serious at an early stage in life, so 
that man will be of better help to himself 
and the society to which to belongs. The 
most effective environment and agency to 
do this is a formal organization- the school. 
To this end, the teaching and learning of 
Government as a senior secondary school 
subject ought to be placed in the Group A, 
that is, core subjects in the classification of 
subjects in the National Policy of 
Education (NPE). The school should be so 
organized in its administration in such a 
manner that democratic principles are 
adopted in all facets of the school system. 
This will create the seriousness which 
political education demands in the life of 
the individual towards ensuring a better 
appreciation of democratic values. 
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